
 
  Pat has two kinds of plant food,"Quickgrow" and "Supergrow." What would be the best way for Pat to 
find out which plant food helps a particular type of houseplant grow the most? 

   

 A)  Put some Quickgrow on a plant in the living room, put some Supergrow on a plant of the same type 
in the bedroom, and see which one grows the most.  

 B)  Find out how much each kind of plant food costs, because the more expensive kind is probably 
better for growing plants.  

 C) Put some Quickgrow on a few plants, put the same amount of Supergrow on a few other plants of 
the same type, put all the plants in the same place, and see which group of plants grows the most. 

 D) Look at the advertisements for Quickgrow, look at the advertisements for Supergrow, and see 
which one says it helps plants grow the most.  
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Key  
   
     Pat has two kinds of plant food,"Quickgrow" and "Supergrow." What would be the best way for Pat 

to find out which plant food helps a particular type of houseplant grow the most? 
         
  A)   Put some Quickgrow on a plant in the living room, put some Supergrow on a plant of the 

same type in the bedroom, and see which one grows the most.  
  B)   Find out how much each kind of plant food costs, because the more expensive kind is 

probably better for growing plants.  

 C)   Put some Quickgrow on a few plants, put the same amount of Supergrow on a few other 
plants of the same type, put all the plants in the same place, and see which group of plants 
grows the most.  

  D)   Look at the advertisements for Quickgrow, look at the advertisements for Supergrow, and 
see which one says it helps plants grow the most.   

 
 
 

2005 National Performance Results 

Score Percentage of Students 
Correct 80% 
Incorrect 20% 
Omitted 0% 
       

Note:  

• These results are for public and nonpublic school students.  
• Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

 
 
  The Fields of Science: Life Sciences (Sub content classification: Ecology)  
  Knowing and Doing Science : Scientific Investigation 
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 The Fields of Science 
 

Life Sciences 
 
This question measures basic knowledge and understanding of the following:  
  
 

 Knowing and Doing Science  
 

Scientific Investigation 
 
Scientific investigation probes students' abilities to use the tools of science, including both cognitive 
and laboratory tools. Students should be able to acquire new information, plan appropriate 
investigations, use a variety of scientific tools, and communicate the results of their investigations. 
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