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   Tropical forests are being destroyed at the rate of at least eleven million hectares each year, an area 
the size of Pennsylvania. About half of all tropical forests are already gone.  

Discuss two major reasons for this high rate of tropical deforestation. 
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Scoring Guide 
   

Score & Description 

  Complete 

  The response provides two reasons for tropical deforestation.
 

  Partial 
  The response provides one reason for tropical deforestation.

 

  Inappropriate 

  
The response does not provide any appropriate reasons why the rates of tropical deforestation are 
high. Responses may provide incorrect answers such as: the rates of deforestation are high 
because people are cutting down trees. 
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Complete - Student Response  
    Tropical forests are being destroyed at the rate of at least eleven million hectares each year, an area 

the size of Pennsylvania. About half of all tropical forests are already gone.  

Discuss two major reasons for this high rate of tropical deforestation. 

   

   
    Tropical forests are being destroyed at the rate of at least eleven million hectares each year, an area 

the size of Pennsylvania. About half of all tropical forests are already gone.  
Discuss two major reasons for this high rate of tropical deforestation. 

   

    Scorer Comments: 
The first response is not flawless, but it provides two credited reasons for tropical deforestation. The 
building of cities is an acceptable answer, although most deforestation is attributable to other causes. 
Similarly, although a good deal of the rainforest is being burned, other techniques for clearing the 
forests—including timber harvesting—are also employed. The second response offers two major 
reasons. 
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   Partial - Student Response  
    Tropical forests are being destroyed at the rate of at least eleven million hectares each year, an 

area the size of Pennsylvania. About half of all tropical forests are already gone.  

Discuss two major reasons for this high rate of tropical deforestation. 

   

   
    Tropical forests are being destroyed at the rate of at least eleven million hectares each year, an 

area the size of Pennsylvania. About half of all tropical forests are already gone.  
Discuss two major reasons for this high rate of tropical deforestation. 

   

    Scorer Comments: 
Partial responses offer one reason for the high rate of tropical deforestation. The first response 
received credit for mentioning building cities. The rainforests? potential as a source of medicines 
has been a major argument for its preservation rather than a cause of its destruction. The second 
response received credit for citing lumber production, a source of much uncontrolled tree cutting. 
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   Inappropriate - Student Response  
    Tropical forests are being destroyed at the rate of at least eleven million hectares each year, an 

area the size of Pennsylvania. About half of all tropical forests are already gone.  

Discuss two major reasons for this high rate of tropical deforestation. 

   

   
    Tropical forests are being destroyed at the rate of at least eleven million hectares each year, an 

area the size of Pennsylvania. About half of all tropical forests are already gone.  
Discuss two major reasons for this high rate of tropical deforestation. 

   

    Scorer Comments: 
Inappropriate responses provide no acceptable reasons for deforestation. Although there may be a 
connection between air pollution, acid rain, and tropical forest degradation, the first response is 
simply too vague. The second response deals with effects of deforestation rather than the causes. 
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2001 National Performance Results

Score Percentage of Students 
Inappropriate 30%
Partial 39%
Complete 21%
Omitted 8% 

Off task 3% 
      

Note:  

 These results are for public and nonpublic school students.  

 Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

 
Content Area 
 

Environment and Society 
 
Example: What environmental modifications have enabled modern settlers to live in arid regions of the 

United States and Southwest Asia and/or North Africa? 

Earth's surface is the fragile home for human activity. Knowing the answers to geography questions 
such as these makes comprehensible the web of interactivity that connects the human experience 
with the natural environment. Through knowledge of environment-society interactions, geography 
helps students learn how people depend upon, adapt to, are affected by, and modify the natural 
environment. Many modifications, such as planting trees to reduce erosion from winds, may have 
positive consequences. Other modifications, such as locating a landfill over a groundwater source, 
may have negative consequences. The continually developing force of technology requires that 
society give even greater attention to the results and potential outcomes of environment-society 
interactions.  

By grade 4, students should have been introduced to the fundamentals of weather, climate, and other 
processes that form Earth's surface and should be able to identify a range of environmental issues--
from air quality and water pollution to the sometimes dramatic impacts of natural hazards on how and 
where people live. Students should be able to understand both their personal relationships and 
responsibilities to the environment and society and begin to develop a local to global perspective.  

By grade 8, students should understand how humans depend upon their environment and how they 
adapt to and change it. Students should be able to link environment to culture and economics and 
recognize and interpret environmental issues. They should be able to compare changes in landscape 
and identify associated causes and consequences.  

By grade 12, students should have a solid foundation in physical geography basic to the 
understanding of environment-society issues. They should recognize and explain cultural, political, 
and economic influences on agriculture, urbanization, and other land uses. Students should also be 
able to analyze the impact technology has on environment and society. 
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 Cognitive Level 
 

Understanding 
 

In this area, students are asked to attribute meaning to what has been observed and to explain 
events. Explaining events and placing them in context requires students to demonstrate the ability to 
comprehend, to see connections among diverse bits of geographic information, and to use that 
information to explain existing patterns and processes on Earth. 

 


