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The following question refers to the time line below.  
   

  What can you tell from the time line?  
   

 
A)  The Mayflower took more than one year to sail to Plymouth.  

 
B)  The Mayflower arrived in Plymouth in 1621.  

 
C) The first Thanksgiving was not celebrated in the same month as it is today.  

 
D) The Pilgrims in Plymouth ate mostly fish.  
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Key  
   
    What can you tell from the time line?  
         
  A)   The Mayflower took more than one year to sail to Plymouth.  

  B)   The Mayflower arrived in Plymouth in 1621.  

 

C)   The first Thanksgiving was not celebrated in the same month as it is today.  

  D)   The Pilgrims in Plymouth ate mostly fish.  

 

 

1994 National Performance Results 

Score Percentage of Students 

Correct 32% 

Incorrect 66%

Omitted 2% 
   

   

Note:  

 These results are for public and nonpublic school students.  

 Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
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Historical Theme 
 

Change and Continuity in American Democracy 
 

Defining Questions:  

 What political, legal, philosophical, and religious traditions did Americans draw upon for their 
conceptions of democracy? Who were the leaders, what were their contributions, and what 
political and legal institutions developed? In what significant ways have these institutions 
continued? In what ways have they changed? What individuals and groups have been 
important in maintaining, testing, and changing these institutions, and what procedures 
developed to allow for change? Why is the procedure allowing for compromise, continuity, and 
change considered a fundamental premise that distinguishes the American political system? 
What landmark documents chart the change process?  

 What are the basic principles and critical assumptions of American constitutional government 
about the sources of political power and the rights of individuals? What core civic ideas (e.g., 
individual rights and popular sovereignty) have been forces for unity in American society? 
What individuals and groups have maintained, tested, and influenced the evolution of these 
ideas? What primary documents include these commonly-held civic ideas (e.g., Mayflower 
Compact, Declaration of Independence, The Federalist Papers, Constitution, Bill of Rights, 
Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments, and "I Have A Dream" speech)? Why has the 
Constitution survived, and why has it become a model political framework? How have 
Americans responded to inherent tensions and conflicts of constitutional democracy, such as 
reconciling the desire for liberty with the need for order, majority rule with minority rights, and 
liberty with equality?  

 How has the cultural diversity of American society shaped the nation's civic culture, political 
institutions, and political practices? What individuals and groups played important roles in 
raising and responding to issues about diversity and unity in the American body politic? What 
major political controversies arose about the issues? Which controversies have been 
resolved? And which have remained or re-emerged under other circumstances? 

 

 

 Cognitive Level 
 

Historical Analysis and Interpretation 
 

Historical Analysis and Interpretation—explaining issues, identifying historical patterns, 
establishing cause-and-effect relationships, finding value statements, establishing significance, 
applying historical knowledge, weighing evidence to draw sound conclusions, making defensible 
generalizations, and rendering insightful accounts of the past. 

 


